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To improve the quality of life in the  

City of Mount Holly by improving and  

strengthening its downtown core. 
 

This is achieved by: 
 

Defining, preserving, and enhancing the  

built environment of downtown Mount Holly 

 

Providing a comprehensive and unified approach  

toward development and revitalization 

 

Integrating new development with a  

respect to historic patterns 

 

Promoting a mixed-use, pedestrian character through  

appropriate building forms and streetscape elements 

 

Encouraging creativity and great new design  

within a framework of key principles 

 

Providing a well-illustrated, user-friendly  

document that is flexible and easy to work with 
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1.2 SCOPE OF THE MANUAL 

 
 

The City of Mount Holly, through the 

Community Development Department, reviews 

new construction, exterior alterations, and 

additions within the Downtown Overlay 

District.   

 

This Manual has been prepared to provide 

guidance and consistency within this district 

and to identify desirable goals and objectives. 

 

The Manual shall be used by the Zoning 

Enforcement Officer, in the exercise of authority 

granted under the City’s Ordinances for review 

of properties located within the Downtown 

Overlay District.   

 

 
 

    
 

 

 

 

 

1.3 INTENTIONS OF THE 

MANUAL 
 

The guidelines and standards focus on 

defining, preserving, and enhancing the 

character and quality of life of Mount Holly.  

An understanding of the history of 

development in Mount Holly, current goals of 

community members, and principles of 

successful and sustainable design are 

imperative to encourage a comprehensive and 

unified future for the Downtown Overlay 

District. 

 

The Manual recognizes that some building 

patterns in the Downtown Overlay District 

help to perpetuate the character that makes 

Mount Holly distinctive – these are 

encouraged.  Other building patterns are 

damaging to that character and are specifically 

discouraged. 

 

The intention of the Manual is not to discourage 

creativity or force the replication of historic 

models in new development.  Rather, it seeks to 

set forth a framework of design principles, within 

which the diversity and character of Mount Holly 

may continue to grow. 

  

The Manual hopes to be user-friendly and 

informative for the residents of the City, the City 

Council, the Planning Commission, and 

prospective developers intending to work within 

the Downtown Overlay District. 

 

Downtown Overlay District within the City of Mount Holly 



Introduction 
  

Manual for Development  │ DOWNTOWN MOUNT HOLLY 

 

MANUAL’S RELATIONSHIP TO ZONING 
 

 

March 2005 

 

 

1.4 MANUAL’S 

RELATIONSHIP TO THE 

ZONING ORDINANCE  
 

The City of Mount Holly notes in its Zoning 

Ordinance the significance of its historic areas 

and structures and their contributions to the 

character of the City.  The Manual for 

Development aims to recognize, protect, and 

enhance the character of Mount Holly through 

design standards and guidelines.   

 

The Manual for Development establishes a set of 

rules to aid investors, designers, builders, and 

individual property owners in making decisions 

about development endeavors and allow the 

Zoning Enforcement Officer to review the 

appropriateness of such endeavors.   

 

Proposals for new construction and renovation 

will be evaluated upon their visual compatibility 

with recognizable historic patterns of: 

 

 Building placement and entrances; 

 Massing, scale, and height of buildings; 

 Proportions of windows and doors; 

 Relationships of solids to voids in the façade; 

 Rhythm of structures and spaces along the 

streetscape; 

 Materials and architectural details; and 

 Site elements such as fences, lighting, and 

service areas. 

 

The standards and guidelines set forth in the 

Manual seek to define and quantify these criteria. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Manual for Development in Downtown 

Mount Holly is a combination of both Standards 

and Guidelines. 

 

The standards, adopted in the City of Mount 

Holly Zoning Ordinance, are indicated 

throughout this manual in italics and are 

mandatory.   

 

The remainder of the guidelines are more 

flexible.  However, they are strongly encouraged 

and will be used in evaluating design proposals. 
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1.5   CHARACTER OF 

DOWNTOWN MOUNT 

HOLLY  
 

The center, or “core,” of Downtown Mount Holly 

is signified by the intersection of Main Street at 

Charlotte and Catawba Avenues and the Railroad 

that runs parallel between them.  The Downtown 

Overlay District is focused on this core and  

includes transitional zones of mostly residential 

structures surrounding the core. 

 

The character of Mount Holly is, in large part, 

defined by the physical and social qualities of the 

Downtown Overlay District.  Visual unity 

through an historic consistency of building 

materials, scale, and building placement defines 

the Downtown building pattern.  Almost all civic 

and commercial buildings are constructed of 

brick.  Brick is a durable vernacular material that 

provides long lasting structures.  

 

Local Downtown businesses like the drug store 

(closed), hardware store (closed), the recently 

closed Jones Brothers Supermarket, as well as 

numerous other local enterprises have helped 

…….. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

define the Downtown, naturally promoting a 

community of business owners and local 

customers.  Over the years, local Downtown 

businesses like the drug store, hardware store, 

Jones Brothers Supermarket, as well as numerous 

other local enterprises have helped define the 

Downtown, naturally promoting a community of 

business owners and local customers. 

 

The railroad played a significant role in the 

growth of the community.  Today, although it 

does not currently serve passengers, its position, 

as it cuts through the very center of town, is 

highly visible and presents the future possibility 

of a light rail line to Charlotte.  

 

The nearby Catawba River also played a role in 

the early development of Mount Holly and today 

continues to be appreciated, not only as a natural 

resource, but also for its livability, aesthetic 

qualities, and recreational opportunities.  
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The citizens of Mount Holly have shown a 

consistent desire over the past thirty years to 

revitalize their community, and downtown in 

particular.  A desire for social interaction, 

opportunities for both workers and consumers, 

and pride in an attractive city have buoyed these 

discussions among community leaders and 

citizens toward revitalization.  Some of their 

concerns seek to re-establish historic patterns of 

development.  Long-time community members 

appreciated the pedestrian nature of Mount Holly 

when there were many offices, businesses, and 

community gathering spots located Downtown.   

 

The Downtown has become both less visible and 

less serviceable as traffic is currently diverted 

around the core by the Highway 273 Bypass.  

Additionally, the scale of buildings and 

streetscape elements has evolved toward a more 

vehicular, not pedestrian, scale.  Vehicular traffic 

began to dominate the Downtown in the 1960s 

and larger-scale development patterns followed 

accordingly.   

 

The Downtown streetscape has changed over 

time in relation to regional and national trends.  

Some of these changes include the masking of 

original facades, and closing off upper story 

windows from the street.  Some historic buildings 

have been lost, while others have experienced 

neglect, making them good candidates for 

rehabilitation.  Several newer structures depart 

from historic patterns in orientation, scale, 

materials, and lot placement.  As Mount Holly 

experiences redevelopment, the opportunity 

exists to return to its original patterns. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Significant buildings have been demolished, 

leaving gaps within the urban streetscape of 

Downtown.  Some new structures depart from 

historic patterns in orientation, scale, materials, 

and lot placement.  Other historic buildings have 

experienced neglect, falling into disrepair and 

losing features of their original design. 

 

The opportunity to restore existing historic 

buildings will strengthen the City’s identity, 

diversify its available functions, and encourage 

new development in the “core” of Downtown.   

 

A socially and economically active, pedestrian 

downtown environment can be supported with a 

variety of businesses and public offices, a 

network of paths that encourage local pedestrian 

and commuter rail connections to Downtown, 

and a scale of streetscape design that welcomes 

pedestrians.  Rehabilitated industrial properties 

(vacant mills) can also provide a format for new 

commercial and mixed-use development or 

accommodate institutions such as schools or 

libraries.   

 

New development can support community urban 

design goals with the aid of the standards and 

guidelines contained in the Manual for 

Development in Downtown Mount Holly.  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 


	Mount Holly Chapter Covers (1)
	1.1-1.4 Goals-Scope-Intentions-Zoning
	1.5 Character

